
IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Today, Monday 5th September, at 2pm, members of environmental organisations across the
country will join Futureproof Clare to hand in an urgent appeal to An Bord Pleanála against
the 10 year planning permission that was recently granted by Clare County Council for Art
Data Centres Ltd. to construct a 6 no. hall data centre with an ancillary 120MW gas power
plant.  The appeal by the local group is being submitted with the full support of Ecojustice
Ireland.  We are joining several other appeals made by concerned individuals and groups.
We oppose the project because of air quality issues, water consumption, poor public
consultation, public health impacts and climate and biodiversity impacts it will have, which
could also breach the human rights of Clare citizens.

Grounds for appeal
Futureproof Clare together with Ecojustice Ireland are challenging the decision to grant
permission on the following grounds: failure to adhere to Irish Statutory requirements, failure
to have regard to relevant considerations, and failure to adhere to international and EU
environmental law.

Failure to adhere to Irish Statutory requirements:
Ennis Data Centre and Gas Power Plant would use up a disproportionate share of carbon
budgets.  Given a 35% reduction target for the industry sector by 2030, with only 5mtco2eq
emissions permitted.  According to EAIR the applicant’s facility would emit 657Ktco2eq
annually which, depending on the grid energy’s carbon footprint, is equivalent to upto 13% of
the total allowable carbon budget for industry in 2030.  This is only one of more than 115
data centres planned for this country.  Regarding renewables for the project, a claim has
been made to use renewable gas from GNI yet CCS has not even been proposed for the
power plant which is the point at which the fossil (fracked?) gas would be burned.  The
biogas potential in Ireland has already been claimed multiple times by a data centre in the
East of the county to the satisfaction of the EPA and ABP.

Outsourcing energy generation to private companies is a loophole to burn more fossil fuels
after having signed the Fossil Fuel Divestment Act of 2018 and Climate Action and Low
Carbon Development Act 2021.

CCC failed (or failed properly) to have regard to their own County Development Plan and
5-year Climate Action Plan which included ‘To facilitate measures which seek to reduce
emissions of greenhouse gases’; ‘To adopt sustainable planning strategies through
integrating land use and transportation and by facilitating mixed use developments as a
means of reducing greenhouse emissions’;and ‘to facilitate a reduction in CO2 emissions
and the promotion of a low carbon economy through Planning Policy and land use
objectives.’

Failure to have regard to relevant considerations
Fossil gas fired power plants, associated emissions and contamination are known to be
damaging to human health and ecosystems. Nitrogen Oxide (NOx) and various particulate



matter have been linked to pregnancy related issues, including birth defects, premature
births and miscarriages especially within a 20km radius.1

Published research from Prof David Carpenter, a specialist in this field clearly shows
“exposure to air pollution from fuel-fired power plants increases the risk of hospitalization for
respiratory diseases.”  His research also shows that neighbourhoods with fossil fuel power
plants had elevated hospitalisations for asthma, chronic obstructive pulmonary disease
(COPD) and respiratory infection because of higher concentrations of polluting particulate
matter and volatile organic compounds in the air2

Futureproof Clare and Ecojustice Ireland argue that the public health risks of allowing this
project to go ahead have not been taken seriously and that Clare County Council are putting
lives at risk instead of protecting them.  The EPA recorded air quality levels in Clare which
are classed as 'very poor' in January 2022 and, remarkably, worse than Beijing.3

Furthermore air quality is not measured to a satisfactory standard in Ennis, given that
measurements are taken in a more conservative location and using only estimates for NO2
and NOx. The proposed data centre and gas power plant will be emitting these dangerous
toxins, the applicant’s own reports state that the potential impact to air quality during the
occupational phase of the proposed development is ‘a breach of the ambient air quality
standards as a result of air emissions from the data centre back up diesel generators and
the energy centre engines’. The stack heights of the diesel generators are also too short to
avoid downwash according to USEPA GEP which could lead to a concentration of NO2/NOx
and likely breach the statutory limits due to how close the current models are to those limits.

Failure to adhere to international and EU environmental laws
Ireland has made commitments through the Paris Agreement to limit global warming to
below 1.5degC by reducing the use of fossil fuels.  More recent European Climate Law
measures include the phasing out of fossil fuel subsidies and an intended ‘carbon border
adjustment mechanism.' which will tackle upstream emissions, which are not currently
accounted for for European imports, such as fracked gas from the US.

Futureproof Clare and Ecojustice Ireland argue that Ireland will be in breach of EU Climate
Law by failing to adhere to binding climate objectives and take the necessary measures at
national level to achieve Net Zero by 2050 by allowing this development to go ahead.

Furthermore Clare County Council uses the excuse of the Emissions Trading System to
claim that ‘Indirect CO2 emissions do not count towards or effect Ireland’s reduced
emissions target’. However the emissions are still a reality in the local area and in the global
scheme of things.  In reality, by permitting the Application to build Ennis Data Centre and gas
power plant, Ireland would fail to properly administer the EU Level Sectoral Controls on
Greenhouse Gases from fossil fuel- based power generation in the energy sector.

Declan Owens, lawyer and chairperson of ‘Ecojustice Ireland’; "I recently visited the Ennis
Data Centre site and was forlorn to envisage it being transformed into a further blight on the

3 https://clarechampion.ie/air-pollution-in-ennis-at-weekend-worse-than-in-beijing/

2 https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3385425/
1 https://academic.oup.com/aje/article/182/3/215/167933



landscape of the beautiful county of Clare and to be a serious risk to the health of the people
of Clare, such are the environmental consequences of its construction and operation.  It is
shameful that Clare is being treated as a sacrifice zone for the interests of big business and
that this is facilitated by local and national politicians. We are in a climate and ecological
emergency, which requires urgent action to safeguard our environment, yet the data centre
will worsen the impact on the citizens of Clare across multiple spheres, including air pollution
and water shortages.  We have made the argument that there is likely to be breaches of the
right to life under Article 2, and the right to respect for private life, family life, home and
correspondence under Article 8 of the European Convention on Human Rights if the
application for the Data Centre and the associated fossil fuel infrastructure is granted by An
Bord Pleanála. Ecojustice Ireland is proud to support the campaign of Future Proof Clare
and urges the Irish Government to intervene to halt the expansion of data centres in the
country."

Mélina Sharp, member of ‘Futureproof Clare’, “We are in a desperate fight for survival,
humanity’s life support systems are crashing all around us.  Yet it is with total disbelief and
dismay that we are faced, almost on a daily basis, with news of decisions made by this
government which will cause even more harm to people and the natural world both locally
and internationally despite having declared a climate and biodiversity emergency in 2019.
As a group we have been working together with other concerned individuals and groups to
protect ourselves, nature and future generations and are enraged to see An Bord Pleanala,
the Environmental Protection Agency, the Department of Environment and Climate Action,
all governmental bodies, departments, political parties and local authorities systematically
give companies like Rusal Alumina, Irish Cement, EP UK Investments Ltd, the mining and
forestry free reign to commit further Ecocide.  We hope that ethical decisions will follow
shortly on open cases such as Shannon LNG fracked gas terminal and prospecting licences
in Clare as well as for this appeal being handed in today.  We have no option but to continue
to fight for our survival, to claim our Rights and the Rights of Nature.”

ENDS

ABOUT FUTUREPROOF CLARE

Futureproof Clare is a grassroots environmental organisation concerned with environmental
issues in Clare, the broader Mid-West, and across our island. Through education and
community organising, Futureproof Clare works towards building local resilience in changing
times. Futureproof Clare is currently heavily engaged in campaigning in relation to several
environmental issues which are of immense concern to those living in the Mid-West.
Futureproof Clare considers its mission to be fostering cooperation and community resilience
in the pursuit of social and environmental justice.

Email: futureproofclare@gmail.com
Twitter: https://twitter.com/FutureproofC
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/futureproofclare/
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/futureproofclare/
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